
I

ccAP gr*ERAr ASSEMBTY

PASTORAT TETTER

TO BE READ ON

t3TH JU|-Y 2025

IN Att CCAP CONGREGATIONS

IN MALAWI
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'YOU ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD"
(MATTHEW 5:14)

Preomble

The Generol Assembly of the Church of Centrol Africo Presbyterion (CCAP) is o

grouping of Presbyterion Synods of Livingstonio, Nkhomo, Blontyre. Zombio ond

Horore. The Generol Assembly is the highest court of odministrotion for the

Synods on motters of policy ond governonce. lt wos estoblished in 1924.

Lost yeor (2024), we celebroted the l00th onniversory of the CCAP Generol

Assembly ministry. The CCAP^is the lorgeit Protestont Church in Molowi ond hos

coniributed o lot to this codntry in the oreos of humon resources, educotion,
heolih, ogriculture ond other sectors. A good number of those in top leodership

in Molowi, both in the public ond privote sectors, ore members of the CCAP. All

politicol porties hove o higher percentoge of their members belonging to the

CCAP. Therefore, we believe thot CCAP members hove the potentiol to
contribute either positively to the tronsformotion of this country-if they fully opply

Chrisiion volues in oll ospects of life-or negotively, if they neglect those volues.

We, the leodership of the CCAP Generol Assembly, hove written this letier to our

members with two moin objectives: first, to discouroge them from contribuiing to

the problems Molqwi is currently focing; ond second, to encouroge them to
become port of the solution to the problems focing Molowi. This letter is divided

into four sections: Spirituol, Sociol-Economic, Governonce, ond Politics.

I. SPIRITUAL

As o church rooted in the Word of God, we recognise thot spirituol growth is the

foundotion for oll meoningful tronsformotion in individuols, fomilies, communities,

ond the notion of lorge. The following points ouiline our spirituol counsel to oll

CCAP members:
l.l. While we believe ond encouroge o proyer life for oll CCAP members,

we olso encouroge you to work hord to find the resources you need for
your doily breod. Let us leorn from Poul, one of the greol opostles, who

wos o proyerful ond committed servont of God; on the other hond, he

wos working with his own honds to eorn o living. The Word of God testifies

obout this soyin g, "You yourselves know lhof fhese honds of mine hove

supplied my own needs ondlhe needs of my companion" (Acts 20:341
j.2. We encouroge oll CCAP members to be the light to our notion, oll the

time, of oll ploces ond in every situotion in occordonce with whot the

Scriptures soy thot "ln lhe some wey, Iet your light shine before ofhers,



that lhey moy see your good deeds and glorrfy your Fdther in heoyen"
(Motthew 6:16)

l 3. We worn oll CCAP members ogoinst folse teoching ond folse prophecy.
Rememberwhot Jesus Christ soid, "And monyfalse prophelswill rise qnd
deceive meny" (Motthew 24:11) ond whot He olso soid through the
opostle Peier, soying "ln iheir greed fhese feochers will exploit you with
fabricoted sfories" (2Peter 2:3)

1.4. We encouroge oll CCAP members not only to preoch love ond uniiy,
but to live by them. Allhough we come from different regions, districts
ond tribes. we ore one in Christ, ond we hove the God-given mondote
to uniie our notion. Jesus Christ proyed for us to be uniied (John 17:11l,

I .5. While we ocknowledge the importonce of the internet ond sociol
medio, we encouroge oll CCAP members to keep on physicolly
fellowshipping with gthers, insteod of cultivoting o culture of worshipping
through sociol medio. The Scriptures encouroge us, soying, "Lef us nof
neglecf our meeling togelher, os some people do, but encourage one
onother, especl',olly now thot the day of His relurn is drowing nedr"
(Hebrews l0:25)

I .6. We encouroge oll CCAP members who ore in leodership positions in the
government ond privote sector to toke odvontcrge of their positions to
promote biblicol volues. We oppeol especiolly to those who ore in the
three bronches of government: Executive, Judiciory ond Legislotive to
be good exomples. Becouse of your presence in those leodership
positions, Molowions should rejoice ond not groon becouse of your
behoviour. The Scriptures cleody stote thot "When fhe ri,ghfeous ore in
outhority, fhe people rejoice, but when o wicked person rules, people
groen" (Proverbs 29:2).

2. SOCTAI-ECONOM|C
In light of the ongoing sociol ond economic chollenges focing our notion, it is

importont io ocknowledge both the progress mode ond the work ihoi remoins.
The following points highlight key reflections ond coll to oction for the CCAP ond
its members os we engoge with these criticol issues.

2.1. When we hod centenory celebrotions lost yeor (2024l', we diognosed
our contribution iowords the fight ogoinst the three enemies thot we, os
o notion, identified in the yeor we goined independence: hunger,
diseoses ond envy. These three enemies hove formed port of our
notionol onthem since 1964. Unfortunotely, these remoin enemies of
Molowi to this very doy. We urge oll the CCAP members ond other
Christion bodies to rise ond be the chonge ogents. We should not
depend on politicions io end hunger, envy ond diseoses.

2.2. We commend the Government for the positive contribution to the
welfore of Molowions. such os the distribution of food to the needy, the
construction of good roods, the distribution of NEEF loons ond sociol



2.4.

2.3.

2.5.

cosh tronsfers, ond mony other developments. We implore oll CCAP
members who ore port of the leodership in these deportments ond
ogencies to work with integrity. As the leodership of the Generol
Assembly, we do not expect:
o) Sub-stondord works where CCAP members ore port of the

implementing officers 
,

b) Corruption ond iheft where CCAP members ore pori of the
leodership

c) Nepotism, where CCAP members ore port of the decision mokers
d) Deniol or deloy of justice where CCAP members ore port of the

leodership

Selling of expired goods by some troders. We hove noted with greot
concern thot some.other troders ore selling expired goods. lt is not o
secret thot some troders hove been found removing expiry doles ond
putting new dotes. This behoviour is evil ond must not be toleroted in
Molowi. Unfortunotely, these troders ore using Molowions to do these
molproctices. We urge oll CCAP members ond Molowions of goodwill
to report to the outhorities when such things hoppen

Effects of Climote chonge ore contributing o lot to the problems thot we
ore focing globolly ond os o notion. Lotely, drought ond cyclones hove
offected Molowi negotively. However, some of the effects of climote
chonge we ore experiencing ore monmode. As the CCAP Generol
Assembly leodership, we discouroge oll CCAP members from:
o) Cutting the remoining trees. Insteod, they should porticipote in

plonting trees or protecting shrubs, ollowing them to grow.
b) Constructing homes olong the rivers ond dombos, insteod, they

should use the lond olong the rivers to cullivote crops. Constructing
homes ond culiivoting beside or on the mountoins to ovoid loss of
property ond life during londslides.

c) Selling the little they hove horvested.
d) Selling lond. You connot end poverty by selling on osset, lond.
e) Depending on the government ond politicions to end our poverty

ond hunger.
f) We discouroge oll CCAP politicions, boih in government ond

opposition, from using poverty ond hunger os o compoign tool.

The leodership of the CCAP Generol Assembly reminds oll members of
CCAP to hold honds in ending child morrioges ond ony other forms of
child qbuse. All the CCAP Clergy ore reminded not to officiote
morrioges of people under the oge of I B. Porents ore reminded of their
God-given responsibility to love ond toke core of their children. Do not
ollow or force your children to morry before the oge of 18.



2.6. Gender-bosed violence hos no
members. Gender-bosed violence

room in the homes of oll CCAP

is evil; report to your church leoders

ond the Police.
2.7. All CCAP members ore discouroged from spending hours ond hours on

sociol medio. Let us use time wisely ond productively. Furthermore, do

not use sociol medio lo spreod gossip ond destroy reputotions of others

os the Scripfures worn us lhot "bo not spreod folse r,mors, and do not

help o guw person by givingfolse teslimony. Do noi follow the moiority

when they do wrong oiwneh they give fesfim ony that perverls jusfice "

(Exodus 231-2)

3. GOVERNANCE
Good governonce is foundotionolto notior,rolpeoce, stobility, ond development'

As Christions, we ore colled to uphold ond promote integrity ond professionolism

in key institutions such os the security ogencies ond the judiciory, which ore cruciol

for ensuring justice ond notionol order. the fottowing points outline our position on

motiers of governonce.
3.,1. Securily. The security ogencies were instituted to serve Molowions foirly'

unfortunotely, mony peopte who ore working in security ogencies CIre

not working professionolly os expected by Molowions. we urge oll ccAP
members working in vorious security services to execute their duties

professionolly, *nit" hoving in mind thot ultimotely, they ore

occountoble to God. Those in power should not use the security

ogencies to suffocote ond suppress others. All Molowions must be

served equollY ond foirlY-

3.2. Judiciory. while we thonk the stote President for increosing the number

of people working in the Judiciory, there ore deloys in hondling the

coses thot need urgent justice. Lotely, there hove been coses of

conuption in the Judiciory, o worrisome thing' We request oll CCAP

members who ore in the Judiciory to resist corruption of oll kinds. The

scriptures worn us, soying: "Do nol occept o bribe, for o bribe blinds

those who see ond twistt tn" words of the innocenl." (Exodus 23:B); ond

thot ,,you must never twist iustice or show portiolity. Never occept o

bribe, for bribes blind lhe eyes of the wise ond conupt the decisions of

the godlY (DeuteronomY 1 6:19)'

inio power, there wos
secret thot corruPtion

3.3. Corruption. when the current government come
o promise to end corruption in Molowi' lt is not o
continues to grow in our country' We soy thot:
o) Corruption is involved in the selling ond buying of goods, in offices,

omong lecrders ocross oll levels.
b) we o= diroppointed thot some members of ccAP ore octively

involved in corruption through their workploces ond business ploces'



c) We urge oll CCAP members who ore working in different offices,
running different businesses, holding different positions of influence,
to desist from ony form of corruption.

3.4. Tronsporency qnd occounfqbility. Tronsporency is communicoting
openly ond honestly, while occountobility is obout toking responsibility
for your octions. Unfortunotely, there is little,'or no tronsporency omong
those who ore in leodership positions todoy. As the CCAP Generol
Assembly, we soy thot:
o) There must be tronsporency ond occountobility omong oll people in

leodership in the woy they use both toxpoyers' funds os well os the
church's money.

b) Molowions ore interested in knowing how public funds ore being
used. For exomple, there is little or no tronsporency ond
occountobility irr the woy CDF is being monoged.

c) We urge Members of Porlioment ond oll people who ore members of
CCAP ond ore involved in the usoge of public funds to be people of
integrity. Remember thot we ore first occountoble to God before we
ore occountoble to people.

d) In the some spirit, we further remind leoders in oll CCAP
congregotions ond deportments thot tronsporency ond
occountobility must be followed religiously.

3.5. Forex: lt is not o secret thot the Mcrlowi economy hos been
compromised due to forex chollenges. This hos led lo the uncontrolled
escolotion of prices of everything ond the scorcity of some essentiol
commodities. Molowions ore grooning, ond life hos become iough.
While we oppreciote thot there is on economic outcry worldwide, there
ore some issues thot need to be oddressed in the woy our government
runs its economy. The government must find woys io increose forex in
lhis notion. We urge oll members of CCAP to desist from illegol forex
business.

3.6. Mining: Minerols of high volue hove been found olmost oll over Molowi.
This is indeed o gome chonger for Molowi's economy. However, the
CCAP Generol Assembly leodership's wony is on the high levels of
corruption thot hove ioken centre stoge in Molowi. On this, we hove the
following to soy:
o) The deloy in storting to mine the minerols is o greot worry becouse

there ore individuols who ore doing mining, ond the government is

owore. We ore told thot the Reserve Bonk of Molowi is buying those
minerols. We do not know if they ore buying oll or some of these
minerols.



b) The story of toking somples coniinues. We hove heord thot our
minerols ore of high quolity ond in lorge quontity, ond yet there is little
or no movemeni in storting the octuol mining.

c) lt is on insult for Molowi to hove a l0% shore of the profits from the
minerolsoles, os the news speculotes. Molowishould not be dictoted
to ond deloyed by foreign policies. The,'government ond oll ployers
must work with speed to revive our dying economy

d) We urge oll CCAP members who ore involved in the mining secfor to
be pori of the gome chongers' teom ond never teom up with those
who would wont io deloy furlher or bring corruption ond politics into
this sector.

4. POTITICS AND GENERAT ELECTIONS

The Church hos o responsibili*y to guide believers on how to conduct themselves
even in politicol motters, especiolly os we opprooch the generol elections. The

leodership of the CCAP Generol Assembly emphosises the following principles to
sofeguord the integrity of the Church ond promote peoceful porticipotion.

4.1. We should desist from being used by politicions. CCAP is o church ond
not o politicol porty.

4.2. Do not use politicol leodership ospironts os o meons of doing church
fundroising. There is o tendency to creote o plotform in the church
where politicions ore invited to compete in roising money for the church.
This proctice must be stopped. The church of God must not be
desperole. Let us use biblicol woys of roising funds ond resources for the
church

4.3. The CCAP Generol Assembly leodership reminds its church ministers ond
oll who use the pulpit not to preoch politics but the socred Word of God.
We were colled by God, ond we ore occountoble to God. Therefore,
we must feor ond pleose God olone.

4.4. While we ocknowledge thol everyone hos the right to offiliote with or
support o politicol porty of his or her interest, do not use the Synods'
structures ond church plotforms to odvonce o personol politicol
ogendo.

4.5. The CCAP GenerolAssembly leodership condemns oll forms of violence
toking ploce in our country. We urge oll CCAP members to distonce
themselves from oll politicol violence. We urge oll CCAP members who
hold positions of influence in government security deportments to use
their powers to stop oll forms of violence ond onest the perpetrotors of
violence. We expect oll CCAP members to demonstrote Christion volues
os children of God in every ospect of their lives. The Scriptures soy thot
"Blessed ore ihe peocemokers becquse theywill be colled sons of God"
(Mott.5:9). Therefore, we condemn every form of violence in our
country.



4.6. All ployers in the preporotions ond running of the elections must provide
o foir environment to oll. There should be tronsporency ond foirness in oll

the orocesses in the odministrotion of the elections. We urge oll CCAP
members who ore in the Molowi Electorol Commission ond oiher bodies
thot ore involved in the running of the forthcoming generol elections to
dischorge theirduties foithfully, knowing thot they ore occountoble firstly

to God.
4.7. Loiely, there hos been on outcry due to foul ploy in different politicol

porties in the woy they conducted their conventions ond primory
elections. lt is sod to leorn ihot some of the people who were/ore
involved in mosterminding these foul ploys ore Christions, ond some ore
members of CCAP. The CCAP leodership condemns this behoviour.
Allow people to choose leoders of iheir choice

4.8. The CCAP Generol-Assembly leodership is following with keen interest
the discussions of possible polilicol porty ollionces in preporotion for the
forthcoming generol elections. Our odvice is thot politicol porties should
form ollionces objectively. Molowions ore not reody to be led by
ollionces formed by politicol porties whose leodership is greedy.
Allionces must bring together leoders who hove cleon records ond hove
the heorf for Molowions ond not their tribe, region or religion. We

encouroge oll CCAP members in different politicol porties to ploy o role
in bringing sonity to iheir porties. Let us follow the words our Lord Jesus

Christ instructed us, soying, "You ore fhe light of lhe world. A lown built
on o hill connot be hidden. Neilher do people lighf o lomp ond puf if
under o bowl. Insfeod, they pui it on ils stqnd, ond il gives light to
everyone in the house. In the sqme woy, let your light shine before
others, thot they moy see your good deeds ond glorify your Fqther in
heoven (Mott. 5:1 4-l 6)

4.9. The CCAP Generol Assembly leodership encouroges those who
registered to go ond cost their votes. Let us not vote bosed on tribe,
region or religious offiliotion. We need to vote for the leodership whose
vision will develop the notion to the benefit of oll. The Word of God
odvises us, soying, "Furlhermore, you sholl selecl ouf of oll the people
qble men who feor God, men of fruth, lhose who hote dishonesf goin"
(Exodus 18:21)

4.,|0. As we go for voting, lherefore, lei us think of leoders who ore serious

obout improving our economy. Let us think of people who will be
genuine in wonting to fulfiltheir promises. We should not vote for leoders
who connot keep their promises ond connot be held occountoble.

4.11. We strongly odvise oll CCAP members not to vote for leoders ond
polificol porties thot ore using violence to silence ond suppress olhers.

CONCLUSION



The CCAP Generol,I::T:y^leodership invites oll members to 
?ir',[tfi!;'lXEeoch other ond core for eoch oiher. Let us proy for our notion in r

churches. Remember whot God soid through Jeremioh to the lsroeliies. "And

seek the peoce of the cify where I hqve coused you to be corried owoy coptive

ond proy lo the IORD for il, for in ifs peoce you will hove peoce" {Jeremioh 29:7

KJV)

God bless you."Qod bless Molowi
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